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Shaftesbury School
Statutory requirements and curriculum information
The national curriculum states the legal requirement that:
'Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based,
and which:
 promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils;
and
 prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
of later life.
All state schools ... must teach religious education ... All schools must publish their
curriculum by subject and academic year online'.
Although there is not a National Curriculum for RE, all maintained schools must follow the
National Curriculum requirements to teach a broad and balanced curriculum, which includes
RE. All maintained schools therefore have a statutory duty to teach RE. Academies and free
schools are contractually required through the terms of their funding agreement to make
provision for the teaching of RE.
The RE curriculum is determined by the local Standing Advisory Council on Religious
Education (SACRE), which is responsible for producing the locally agreed syllabus for RE.
In brief, legislation requires that:
 academies and free schools must teach RE within the requirements for a locally
agreed syllabus, set out in section 375 (3) of the Education Act 1996 and paragraph
(5) of Schedule 19 to the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. The
requirements are that a syllabus must ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in
Great Britain are, in the main, Christian while taking account of the teaching and
practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’;
The right of Withdrawal from Religious Education:
At Shaftesbury School we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents, of
course, have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the
grounds of conscience. However, the right of withdrawal does not extend to other areas of
the curriculum when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous questions on religious
matters are raised by students or there are issues related to religion that arise in other
subjects such as history or citizenship.

We would ask any parent considering this to contact the Principal to discuss any concerns or
anxieties about the policy, provision and practice of religious education at Shaftesbury
School. Managing the right of withdrawal:
• The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are
aware of the RE syllabus and that it is relevant to all students and respects their own
personal beliefs.
• Parents should be made aware of its learning objectives and what is covered in the RE
curriculum and should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish.
• The school may also wish to review such a request each year, in discussion with the
parents.
• The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents (or students
themselves if they are aged 18 or over), and it should be made clear whether it is from the
whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given.
• Parents have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from RE without
influence from the school, although a school should ensure that parents or carers are
informed of this right and are aware of the educational objectives and content of the RE
syllabus. In this way, parents can make an informed decision.
• Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be
respected, and where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the school will need to discuss the
arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the child’s withdrawal can be best
accommodated.
• If students are withdrawn from RE, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not to
provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Students will usually remain on school
premises.

