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January 2019
Dear Year 9 Students and Parents,
This Pathways Booklet for Key Stage 4 courses is an important document in
helping to make informed decisions over which subjects to study for the next
stage of students’ learning. Please take time to sit down together and discuss
what will be the most suitable choices.
There are new opportunities available this year; however you will still be
expected to follow the Core Studies that are prescribed by the Government as
part of the National Curriculum.
Within the booklet you will find a list of the Core Subjects, as well as
information about the different choices available. It is important you consider
the information carefully - especially about how it fits with further study
opportunities or careers after Year 11.
There is plenty of advice available from Staff in school. Tutors and Subject
Teachers are always willing to discuss choices with students, and
presentations will be made on subjects that have not been studied before.
The Key Stage 4 “Pathways” evening will be held on Wednesday the 30th
January 2019. You will receive a letter informing you of the time this session
will take place in the main hall. There will also be some staff available for you
to talk to, to answer any questions you may have, following the presentation.
The next Year 9 Parents’ Evening is on Tuesday 5th February. It will start at
4.00pm. You can book to meet with staff through the parents evening booking
system.
We have tried to make this booklet as clear and informative as possible. If
you are in any doubt about the ‘Pathways’ open to you, or how the process is
decided, then ask – you won’t be the only one!

Your ‘Pathways’ form should be completed by no later than
Friday the 8th February. These need to be handed into to Mrs
Glaze at the student Reception.
We hope to be able to allocate you most, or all, of your preferred subjects,
and will let you know as soon as possible.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs S Barker
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SHAFTESBURY SCHOOL CORE CURRICULUM, 14 – 16

EVERYONE
STUDIES
THESE








English and English Literature
Mathematics
Physical Education
Combined Science
Geography OR History
French OR Spanish

Everyone will study these core subjects. There are two
different pathways available at GCSE. The pathway you follow
will determine how many other subjects you can choose. The
subjects will be listed in blocks on page 7.
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THE PROCESS OF CHOOSING




Students should first talk to as many people as they can for advice and help: for
example parents, tutor, subject teachers or older students.
Study and carefully work through this booklet

Key questions for students to ask themselves:






Which subjects am I good at?
Which subjects do I enjoy?
Which subjects have I been advised to take?
Which subjects are needed for my career or my higher education courses?
Is the English Baccalaureate important to me?

Our advice to you:





We strongly advise you to take subjects and courses in which you have the best
chances of gaining success
Your previous performance and commitment, together with staff assessment of your
ability, should be taken into account
Tutors will use tutorial time to discuss choices with you
You will receive information about courses in “new” subjects from the Head of
Department.

Your Option Process:
You have been chosen to follow the Government’s initiative English Baccalaureate
(EBacc) pathway for your options process. We feel as a school this will allow you to
promote and further develop your academic skills in preparation for further education.
It has been recognised that you have the necessary high level skills required to take
part in the EBacc which 6th Form, Universities and work places are looking for.
You will get the choice of the following:





You need to choose either Geography or History (you can do both if you wish)
You need to choose a language preference, either French or Spanish
You then have a FREE choice for your third and fourth option.
Within your free choice, you must identify a reserve choice, since it is not always
possible to fit everyone’s exact wishes.

What to expect in Year 10:






Year 10 is the start of what the National Curriculum calls Key Stage 4.
It is the start of courses for exams which will be taken in the summer of 2021.
It is a crucial year, covering over half of the actual exam courses.
You will have practice examinations in May of Year 10.
You will continue to receive an annual Full Report, and a Consultation Evening, and
your progress and attitude to learning scores are always available in INSIGHT.
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English Baccalaureate
Remember that all students must study the ‘Core’ subjects that are listed on
page 4
Information on the core subjects has also been provided as all of the course
specifications have or will change.
The subjects that are available to you are listed after these.
You will study FOUR subjects.
Things you should consider


You may have heard of the “English Baccalaureate” (EBacc). This is
not a qualification in itself, but it applies to students who have achieved
GCSE Grade 5 or above in each of these five areas: English, Maths,
Science, Geography or History, French or Spanish.



At Shaftesbury School, we have designed the options pathway to help
your child maximise their potential and best prepare them for higher
education. The EBacc pathway represents both an academically
challenging and balanced curriculum, which, equally clearly, will appeal
to many students.



The Government has recently declared that they would like to see 90%
of students studying towards the EBacc.
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The Option Blocks
Block A
Geography
OR
History

Block B
French
OR
Spanish

Block C
Art – Art Craft and Design
Design Technology
Drama
Geography
Music
RE
Separate Science

Block D
Art – Textiles
Graphics
Computing
Food Preparation & Nutrition
History
Information Technology
PE
Psychology
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ACTION BY ALL PARENTS

Key Date 1
Parents and students attend the Key Stage 4 Pathways
Information Evening on Wednesday 30th January.

Key Date 2
Parents and students attend the Consultation Evening on
Tuesday 5th February. Please go on-line and book
appointments with teachers if you have not already done
so.

Key Date 3
Options forms completed no later than Friday 8th
February.







There will be a period of negotiation, during which we will try to
ensure that groups are of an appropriate size, and that students are
matched to courses which are suitable for them.
We will do our up most to allocate students their first choice, where
appropriate. However, there may be some necessary compromises
depending on numbers.
Please do not fail to indicate a reserve choice, no matter how eager
you are to study one particular subject. If there are genuine
reasons why you would seek priority, please contact Miss
Whitehead by letter.
Those students who do not return their form by 8th February stand a
greater chance of not being allocated their first choices.
Final allocations will be notified to you in writing.
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POSSIBLE DIFFICULTIES

Changing Options after Start of Term in September 2019
 This is extremely difficult and causes students and staff much extra work
and concern. It is neither easily achieved nor advisable.
 Groups are likely to be full, work will have been missed which has to be
made up and this will probably happen at the expense of other subjects
being studied.
 Changes will not be made without a Ietter from parents, an interview with
your Progress Leader and a discussion with relevant Heads of
Department
 No changes will normally be allowed after the Autumn Half Term as this
is likely to affect exam results markedly and is an unfair burden on all
concerned.

If courses are over-subscribed:
• Where this happens, places will be allocated according to a student’s
record, their ability to cope, to complete work, to meet deadlines, and to
make a positive commitment.
If courses are under-subscribed:
• If only a small number of students opt for a course, it may not be
possible for it to run.

Remember to complete the option form online by Friday 8th February
2019.
If your return is late, you run a considerable risk of not gaining places
on your first choice courses.
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New GCSEs

How is the new grading scale different?

From September 2017, students in year 10 will be taking new
reformed GCSEs (started in 2016) in most of their subjects.

The new GCSEs will be graded using the numbers 1 – 9,
with 9 being the highest and 1 the lowest.

The new GCSEs will be taught in the following subjects: English
language, English literature, Maths, Art and Design, Biology,
Chemistry, Citizenship, Computer Science, Dance, Double
Science, Drama, Food preparation and nutrition, Geography,
History, Modern Foreign Languages (French, German, Spanish),
Music, Physics, Physical Education and Religious Studies.
Students will receive a mixture of 9 – 1 and A* - G grades in
August 2018.

What are the key features of the new GCSEs?

Where performance is below the minimum required to pass a
GCSE, students will receive a U.
The chart below compares the new GCSE grading structure
to the one currently used for the old ‘legacy’ GCSEs.
For example, a C sits between a 4 and 5 in the new grading
structure:

The Department for Education (DfE) has made a number of
changes to the characteristics of the new GCSEs.
Key features include:


A new grading scale that uses the numbers 1 – 9 to
replace the A* - G scale for identifying levels of
performance



‘Untiered’ test papers in most subjects, where students
will sit the same test papers at the same level regardless
of ability. Some subjects, such as Maths, will be tiered
where untiered papers do not allow lower ability students
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills or do not
stretch the most able



Students will be assessed at the end of the course and
subject content will not be divided into modules



Assessment will be made by external exam, except
where non-exam assessment is the only way to assess
certain skills
Source: New GCSE grading structure, GOV.UK - Ofqual

Why the changes?
One of the main reasons why GCSEs are being reformed is to make them more challenging. For example, the new English
language GCSE will require better reading skills and good written English.

How the transition will work
The government has assured schools that students will not lose out as a result of the changes. Because the content in the new
GCSEs is so different there is no simple and direct way to convert between the old GCSE A*-G grades and the new number
grades. However, to ensure that the new system is fair to those students taking the new exams the government has fixed the
percentages of students gaining particular grades against the old system. So for example, the same proportion of students that
gained an ‘A’ and above in the old GCSEs will now gain a grade 7 and above in the new GCSEs. The bottom of a grade 1 will be
aligned with the bottom of grade G. However, this does not mean that a grade 7 is equal to an A grade as the content is so
10
different.
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Career Pathways

GCSE

A-Level /
BTEC

University

Level 2 Entry Requirements (NVQ, Diplomas etc.)
The general entry requirement for study at Level 2 is five GCSEs at grades 93 and suitability for the individual components of the pathway that you have
chosen.

Level 2 qualifications include:


Intermediate apprenticeship



Level 2 award



Level 2 certificate



Level 2 diploma



Level 2 national certificate



Level 2 national diploma



Level 2 NVQ

Level 3 Entry Requirements (A Levels & BTECs)
The general entry requirement for study at Level 3 is five GCSEs at grades 94 including English Language and Maths. Many subjects require grades 9-6 at
GCSE in the relevant subject.
A-levels and Level 3 BTECs are at the same academic standard. Each
qualification is worth the same number of university entrance points and both
are widely recognised by employers. Most universities accept both A-levels
and BTECs, however some of the most competitive universities may prefer Alevels for courses such as Law and Medicine.
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Level 6 Entry Requirements (Degree with Honours, Graduate diploma
and Degree Apprenticeship).
The general entry requirement for study at Level 6 is 3 A-Levels. Entry
requirements can be listed in different ways however, they mostly appear like
this: BCC, ABB or A*A*A. Each grade carries a point score so achieving
higher grades will potentially give you a wider variety of University choices.
Apprenticeships
Entry requirements for Apprenticeships
Applicants need to be over 16 years old, and show they have the ability to
complete the programme.
Entry requirements can include at least five GCSEs grades 9 – 4 on the new
grading system however, some industries will accept apprentices who have a
minimum of three.
For higher and degree apprenticeships, employers are generally asking for A
levels and other Level 3 qualifications.
Some will expect or require applicants to have subjects related to the
particular apprenticeship.
If you start with an intermediate or advanced apprenticeship, you can
progress your career and work your way up through the higher level
apprenticeships to achieve a master’s degree in some career areas.
Each apprenticeship vacancy will specify the entry requirements, and qualities
the employer is looking for.
The types of apprenticeship are:


Intermediate apprenticeships (Level 2)



Advanced apprenticeships (Level 3)



Higher apprenticeships (Level 4 and above)



Degree apprenticeships (Levels 5 — 7)
The level of apprenticeship you start at will depend on the qualifications you
have, the job role, and apprenticeship standard the employer wants to use.
Over 70 universities, and around 200 colleges, are approved to deliver
higher and degree apprenticeships.
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What's involved in an apprenticeship in England?


You’ll spend at least 50% of your time at work over the course of the
apprenticeship. This is usually 30 hours each week, where you’ll focus
on learning to do the job. You could be learning from colleagues across
all levels of the business, typically working closely with someone more
senior who will coach you and review your progress. Your employer
will also give you time off to study during your working hours.



You’ll also spend time attending college, university, training provider, or
training at work. The learning and part-time study element of an
apprenticeship fits around the job commitment, and will be agreed with
the employer. You might attend one day per week (‘day release’), in
blocks of a week or more (‘block release’), or study online. Some
schemes use a combination.
Apprentices complete assessments during and at the end of the
programme, which tests both academic learning and occupational
competence developed through on-the-job training. Find details of what
you will learn in the standard or framework for each apprenticeship,
and how your learning and skills will be assessed in the assessment
plan for your particular apprenticeship.



Please bear in mind that when choosing your options, you will
benefit from choosing the subjects which you enjoy as this will
increase motivation during lesson time and when completing
home study. You should also try to pick a variety of subjects
which will provide you with several options after you have
completed your GCSE’s rather than restricting your choices for
future education and training pathways.
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Core Subjects
ENGLISH LANGUAGE (AQA)
The course is designed to inspire and motivate students; it will be challenging and
stretch the most able whilst also ensuring that the assessment and texts are
accessible to the full range of students.
The specification will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to
read, understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th
and 21st century time periods as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately
using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures.
Assessment will be through two equally-balanced exam papers.
ENGLISH LITERATURE
This is a separate GCSE, however, the specification takes a skills-based approach to
the study of English Literature that is consistent across the genres.
The assessment is through two untiered, closed book exams. There are extractbased questions in the assessment of the 19th-century novel and the Shakespeare
plays.
MATHEMATICS
The aims and objectives of new Mathematics GCSE are to enable students to
develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and
concepts, acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems,
reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions,
comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of
forms appropriate to the information and context.
COMBINED SCIENCE – Trilogy (2 Science GCSE’s)
The way in which Science is being assessed changed in September 2016. At
Shaftesbury School, we will be following the new AQA Combined Science Trilogy
GCSE course. Each student will be examined at the end of Yr 11, and will sit six
papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.
The biggest change is that there is no internal controlled assessment (coursework).
Each student will complete a minimum of 16 compulsory practical investigations
within lessons. There will be investigative skills questions embedded within the exam
papers and will focus on how well students can apply what they know to practical
situations often in novel contexts.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – CORE
Students doing core PE do not gain a qualification from PE but enjoy the physical
challenge associated with a range of sports. The pathways offer is structured to offer
a range of team games and individual sports to keep motivation in sport high and
promote life-long participation.
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GCSE ART – Art, Craft and Design

Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:
% Coursework:
% Exam:

AQA
8201 Art & Design

60% - Portfolio (No time limit)
40% - Externally Set Task (Prep period :10 hour exam)

Course content:
 This will include drawing, painting, photography, print making, graphic design,
sculpture, dyeing, appliqué, Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The
course will allow you to develop:
 Creativity, innovation and imagination in all aspects of Art.
 Explore a range of two and three-dimensional media, techniques and processes.
 Use sketchbooks and journals to record your observations and ideas.
 Exploring ideas and developing a personal response to structured projects.
 Explore colour, line, shape, texture, pattern, contrast and repetition.
 3 units of coursework over 4 terms.
Course skills:
 Investigating and experimenting
 Research
 Recording/communicating
 Developing/planning
 Practical/making
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
Art A Level
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Foundation Course of Art College leading to degree/higher qualification in a specific
Art and Design course.
The Art Department in 2019:
Mr. G. Handyside
Ms P. Greening
Mrs S. Lawrence

Head of Department
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ART
TEXTILES
Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:

AQA
8204 Art & Design

% Coursework:
% Exam:

60% - Portfolio (No time limit)
40% - Externally Set Task (Prep period :10 hour exam)

Course content:
 This will focus primarily on Textile Design and include drawing, painting,
photography, print making, dyeing, felting, appliqué, stitching, printing,
embroidery, Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The course will allow you
to develop:
 Creativity, innovation and imagination in all aspects of Art and Textiles.
 Explore a range of two and three-dimensional media, techniques and processes.
 Use sketchbooks and journals to record your observations and ideas.
 Exploring ideas and developing a personal response to structured projects.
 Explore colour, line, shape, texture, pattern, contrast and repetition.
 Fashion, printed and dyed fabrics, constructed, stitched and embellished textiles
and accessories.
 Making textile pieces.
 3 major projects
Course skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fashion design and illustration
Costume design
Art Textiles
Constructed textiles
Printed and dyed textiles
Surface pattern
Stitched and/or embellished textiles
Soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors
Digital textiles

Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Art and Textiles at Shaftesbury school
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Foundation Course of Art College leading to degree/higher qualification in a specific
Art and Design course. Fashion, textiles industry, soft furnishing, clothing retail,
interior design, window dressing, theatre and costume design, fashion photography,
stylist, textile artist.
The Art/Textiles Department in 2018:
Mrs Tidbury Coats
Miss A Whitehead
Mrs N Williams
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GRAPHICS
Examination Board:
Specification:

AQA
8203

% Coursework: 60% - Portfolio (No time limit)
% Written Exam: 40% - Externally Set Task (Prep period :10 hour exam)
Course content:
Communication graphics, design for print, advertising and
branding, illustration, package design, typography, interactive design, (including web,
app and game), multi-media, motion graphics, signage and exhibition graphics.
Course skills:
• Use graphic communication techniques and processes, appropriate to students’
personal intentions,
• Typography
• Illustration
• Digital and/or non-digital photography
• Hand rendered working methods
• Digital working methods
• Use media and materials, as appropriate to students’ intentions, for example:
• Pencil, pen and ink, pen and wash, crayon, and other graphic media
• Watercolour, gouache and acrylic paint
• Layout materials
• Digital media
• Printmaking
• Mixed media
Ideal Candidate:
•
Artistic flair
•
Organised
•
Enjoys computer work
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Graphics at Shaftesbury
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
Graphic Design, Typographer, Web Designer, App Developer, Architecture, Printing,
Interior Design, 3D Design, Illustration, (creative / presentation trades).
The Art Department 2019:
Mr G. Handyside
Mrs S. Lawrence
Mr R. Hayball

Head of Department
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Computing GCSE
Examination Board:

OCR

Assessment:
Written Paper - Computer
Systems
Written Paper –
Computational Thinking,
Algorithms and Programming
This unit will include a
Programming Project

1 Hour 30 Minutes

50%

1 Hour 30 Minutes

50%

Course Aims:
The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer
technology works. Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and
other related technology from their other subjects and elsewhere. However, this
course will give them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including
computer programming, which many students find absorbing.
Course Skills:
The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through
the study of computer programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to
develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in
day-to-day life. In this respect, the course provides excellent preparation for students
who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are
applied to technical problems. These areas include engineering, financial and
resource management, science and medicine.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Sixth Form:
Computer Science A level is offered at both Shaftesbury and Sturminster Sixth
Forms. BTEC Level 3 IT is offered at Shaftesbury
Progression:
The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the
field of computer science, engineering, financial and resource management, science
and medicine. The increasing importance of information technologies means there
will be a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. Students
who’ve taken a GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the subject at A
Level or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who are picking up
the subject at these levels.
The Department in 2019:
Mrs S Hunter
Mr D Parry
Mr P Bond
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Design & Technology

There will definitely be a Resistant Materials course running at Shaftesbury.
However, due to slow governmental changes to this subject we are currently
unable to provide a complete picture of any exact details (this is the same in all
schools). Below is our best guess.
Examination Board:
Specification:
% Coursework:
% Written Exam:

Currently unknown
Currently unknown
Between 50 & 60%
Between 50 & 40%

Course content:
•
Designing, developing and analysing products.
•
Implications of design on the environment and globalisation issues.
•
Safe use of tools and machinery.
•
Business and economic factors of production.
•
Manufacturing products in the workshops.
•
Modelling prototypes prior to construction
•
CAD/CAM systems such as Techsoft 2D, Laser cutting & 3D printing
•
Understanding the work of famous designers.
Course skills:
•
Presentation of information.
•
Analysing and evaluating products.
•
Research and time management skills.
•
Manufacturing techniques in woods, metals and / or plastics.
•
Product development.
Ideal Candidate:
•
Girl or Boy with good previous safety record in the workshop.
•
Organised, self-disciplined with some artistic flair.
•
A good sense of humour and a strong work ethic.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Graphic Communication at Shaftesbury or Product Design at Sturminster
Newton.
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
Engineering, Product Design, Mechanics, practical apprenticeships and trades,
armed forces.
The Design & Technology Department in 2019:
Mrs M Rezvani
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Design & Technology
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Design and Technology:
Examination Board:

GCSE Food Prep and Nutrition
WJEC

Assessment:
•
•

Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition (50% of the qualification)
Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action (50% of qualification)

Course Content
The course will focus on the following areas:
How raw materials/components can be cut, shaped and formed to specific tolerances;
How materials can be combined and processed to create more useful properties, and how
these materials are used in industry;
What the physical, chemical and composite characteristics are in food products
The sensory characteristics of food
The changes that occur in food materials as a result of various factors
The importance of healthy eating in today’s
The importance of new technologies to create new materials with specific properties;
The function of packaging and the types and properties of packaging material;
Why products’ are labelled
How materials are prepared for manufacture and how pre-manufactured standard
components are used;
Examine the variety of finishing processes, and why they are important for aesthetic and
functional reasons
The relationships between material, form and intended manufacturing processes
Course Skills:
Recall and apply knowledge and understanding of the food industry
Research
Develop ideas
Food production
Evaluation
Progression:
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form to take BTEC Level 3
Salisbury, Yeovil or Bournemouth College
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Degree course at University
Hospitality management
Culinary Arts Degree
Catering Systems
An apprenticeship within the industry to become a chef, or work in housekeeping, reception
etc.
The Design and Technology Department 2019:
Mrs C Harvey
Mr C Harris
Mrs N Williams
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GCSE DRAMA
Examination Board:
AQA
% Practical:
36%
% Written Exam
40%
% Written Devising Log 24%

Syllabus and Number:

4240

Course Content:
Unit 1 – Understanding Drama
Written Paper – 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks – 40%
The written paper comprises three sections:
A –Multiple Choice
B – Study and performance of a scripted play
C – Study of a live theatre production seen
Externally set and marked.
Unit 2 – Devising Drama
Devising log (60 marks)
Devised performance (20 marks)
80 marks – 40%
Candidates are required to present practical work in a devised performance; in addition they
have to write a devising log to accompany their practical work.
Marked by teachers and moderated by AQA
Unit 3 – Texts in Practice (Practical)
Candidates perform two extracts from one play
50 marks – 20%
Marked by AQA
Course Skills:
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
•
Different genres and performing styles;
•
A range of stage and performance conventions;
•
Appropriate drama terminology and how to use it;
•
How plays are constructed and realised through the study of at least one substantial
play;
•
How to create, interpret and communicate a role or character;
Important Information:
Students should be aware that Drama GCSE is a demanding course and students should
recognise that they will be expected to attend afterschool rehearsals at various points
throughout the course. Students should also note that they will be working and performing in
groups and therefore they need to be determined, extremely committed and a strong team
player. This is however a fun, rewarding subject and is ideal for creative and imaginative
students.
The Drama Department in 2019:
Miss H Lacey Head of Department
Miss L Karai
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GCSE FRENCH
Examination Board
Edexcel
Syllabus and Number: French 1FR0
GCSE French consists of four externally examined papers based on the following skills:
listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Students must complete their speaking assessment in April/May and all other assessments in
May/June in any single year.
Assessment:
Paper 1: Listening and understanding in French
Written examination
Paper 2: Speaking in French
Internally conducted and externally assessed
Paper 3: Reading and understanding in French
Written examination
Paper 4: Writing in French
Written examination
Questions across all four language skills are set in common contexts, addressing a range of
relevant contemporary and cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken
down into topics and sub-topics.
 The five themes are:
 Identity and culture
 Local area, holiday, travel
 School
 Future aspirations, study and work
 International and global dimension.
Course requirements:
Students need to have studied the language at KS3. Prospective boarding students must
provide evidence that they are capable of succeeding in the chosen language at the level of
study required for the course and must consult with the Head of Department.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
French A Level at Shaftesbury School
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
French is the national language in more than 28 countries worldwide from Cameroon to
Switzerland!
French is the official language of the European Union and the European Courts.
Any international or multi-national employer will value applicants with a qualification in French.
The Department in 2019:
Miss S. Fernández-Gómez - Head of Department
Mr J. Gardiner – Teacher of French and Spanish
Miss H. Delaney - Teacher of French and Spanish
Miss H. Mould - Teacher of French and Spanish
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY
Exam board – AQA
Syllabus and number – 8035
Course content:




Unit 1 –Living with the physical environment
Unit 2 –Challenges in the human environment
Unit 3 – Geographical Application

The three areas are assessed by 3 examinations, there is no controlled
assessment element, however, there has to be 4 days of fieldwork within the
course.
Within these papers we use up-to-date case studies, try to develop thinking skills,
tackle Population issues, look at the concept of sustainability and try to build up
knowledge of Local, National and Global issues.
Course skills








Communication skills
Graphical and mapping skills
Technological skills, including ICT
Interpersonal skills through debate and discussion
Literacy and numeracy
Problem solving skills
Entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities.

Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Geography at Shaftesbury School
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
Geography is accepted in most career options. Being part science, part
environmental and part human, it is a good all-round qualification both at GCSE and
A-Level.
BTEC Level 3 Travel and Tourism is also available at post 16
The Department in 2019:
Mrs N. Dalzell
Mrs A. Chapman
Mrs E. Stephens
Mr M. Bosworth

Mrs S Coombs
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GCSE HISTORY
Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:

Edexcel
GCSE – 1HI0

100% written exam
Course content:
Paper 1 (1hr and 15 mins, 30% of GCSE qualification): Thematic study and historic
environment – Medicine in Britain, C.1250-present and The British sector of the
Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.
Paper 2 (1 hour and 45 minutes, 40% of the qualification): Period study - The
American West, c1835–c1895; British depth study - Early Elizabethan England,
1558–88. - TBC
Paper 3 (1 hour and 20 minutes, 30%* of the qualification) : Modern depth study Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
Course skills:
Chronology
Historical knowledge
Interpretations of history
Historical enquiry
Organisation and communication
All key skills

Key competencies:
Analysis & evaluation of information.
Critical thinking.
Literacy, Numeracy, ICT.
Understanding of ideas, ethics, values
and how society, government and
organisations work.

Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level - Revolutions in Early-Modern and Modern Europe;
England in Civil War, Cromwell and the Republic and the Glorious Revolution
The collapse of Tsarist Russia, revolution and the creation of the Soviet Union
Historical Enquiry – A student-led historical investigation
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
Careers – Journalism, Government Agencies, Law, Media, Management, Teaching,
Politics, Librarian/Archivist, Social Services, Research, Police etc.
The History Department in 2019:
Mr L. Allen
Head of Department
Mrs V. Niyonzima
Ms. L. Baxter
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BTEC Level 1/2 Digital Information Technology
Examination Board:

Pearson

Assessment:

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Exploring User Interface
Design Principles and Project
Planning Techniques

Collecting, Presenting and
Interpreting Data

Effective Digital Working
Practices

Internally Assessed
Assignment
30%
Internally Assessed
Assignment
30%
Scenario-based external 1hr
30 min written exam where
students demonstrate their
knowledge to propose digital
solutions to realistic
situations.
40%

Course Aims:
The Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is for learners who want to
acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying the
knowledge, understanding and skills related to data management, data interpretation, data
presentation and data protection.
Course Skills:
 explore user interface design and development principles
 investigate how to use project planning techniques to manage a digital project
 discover how to develop and review a digital user interface.
 explore how data impacts on individuals and organisations
 draw conclusions and make recommendations on data intelligence
 develop a dashboard using data manipulation tools
 explore how modern information technology is evolving • consider legal and ethical
issues in data and information sharing
 understand what cyber security is and how to safeguard against it.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Sixth Form:
Computer Science A level is offered at both Shaftesbury and Sturminster Sixth Forms. BTEC
Level 3 IT is offered at Shaftesbury
Progression:
The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of
Information Technology, Network Management, IT Technician. The increasing importance of
information technologies means there will be a growing demand for professionals who are
qualified in this area. Students who’ve taken a BTEC Level 2 Information Technology and
who then progress to study the subject at Level 3 will have an advantage over their
colleagues who are picking up the subject at these levels.
The Department in 2019:
Mrs S Hunter
Mr D Parry
Mr P Bond
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GCSE MUSIC
Examination Board: WJEC
Syllabus and Number:
Music

Course content:
 Paper 1 – Performing (solo and ensemble)
 Paper 2 – Composing
 Paper 3 – Listening and appraising

30%
30%
40%

(This unit covers music from Classical genres to Britpop and beyond. It focuses on
10 set pieces that you will study throughout the two year course. You can perform in
any style with and without other musicians and the compositions can be in any style
from Classical to Rock. We have recently purchased both music software and
hardware to assist students with recording and composing.
It is a very enjoyable and creative practical-based course in which you learn key skills
that you will build on as an A level student, professional musician or simply as a
budding amateur musician.)
Within the course we try and incorporate practical and leadership activities
including going to the feeder schools and teaching the younger pupils the
importance of music making. We may also perform at our local residential
homes. All of this will assist in achieving a GCSE in Music and an Arts Award.”
Course skills:
 Make music, both individually and in a group
 Develop a life-long interest in music, e.g. through community music making.
 Progress to further study, e.g. A-Level and other equivalent qualifications, and/or
to follow a music-related career, where appropriate.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Music is offered at Shaftesbury School
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
As well as enriching any lifestyle and leisure pursuits, experience in Music is clearly
essential for music-related courses and careers in addition to journalism, the medical
industry and as health professionals.
The Music Department in 2019:
Mr. N. McMullan
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GCSE Physical Education
Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:

Edexcel
GCSE 1PE0

Course Balance:

Written 70%
Practical 30%

Course Content:
This GCSE in Physical Education will equip students with the knowledge,
understanding, skills and values they need to be able to develop and maintain their
performance in physical activities. Students will also gain understanding of how
physical activities benefit health, fitness and well-being.
This course aims to ensure students develop theoretical knowledge and
understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this
knowledge and understanding to improve performance. Theory lessons help students
understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in
physical activity and sport, so they can perform effectively in different physical
activities.
Students are assessed in three physical sports, two written examinations and a sixweek coursework project completed in the school fitness suite. This is a very
engaging and popular course. Results have been outstanding with 87% of students
achieving A*-C in 2016 and students work closely with Team Bath and the school's
Sports Council to ensure the department remain at the cutting edge of research,
teaching and learning. A good number of students who opt for GCSE PE progress
onto A Level sport and pursue sport related careers in teaching, coaching,
physiotherapy, sports medicine and nutrition.
Course skills:
 Teamwork
 Independent learning
 Leadership
 Development of fitness knowledge.
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
PE Teaching, Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy, Sports Science, Sports Medicine,
Sports Nutrition, Outdoor Adventure and Sports Psychology. Also beneficial for
Armed Forces, Science based-degrees and Police Force.
The PE Department in 2019:
Mr A More – Head of PE
Mrs N Lapham
Mrs S Barker

Mr M Motteram
Mr C Humphreys
Mrs E Mattocks
Mrs S Bowen
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GCSE Psychology

Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:
%Written Exam:

AQA
Psychology (Full Course) 8182
100%

Course Content
Year 10

Memory

Perception

Development

Research methods & Data Handling
Year 11

Social influence

Language, Thought and Communication

Brain and Neuropsychology

Psychological Problems
Course skills:
 Use a scientific approach to explain and evaluate psychological phenomena
 Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding
 Discuss and debate issues raised in psychology
 Demonstrate a range of mathematical skills in data handling and data analysis
 Use research skills, including numeracy and the ability to analyse, to conduct
research and present findings
 Evaluate and interpret psychological data and research findings
 Understand ethical issues in psychology
 Communicate effectively
 Develop an awareness of the importance of psychological issues
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Psychology is offered by the 6 th Form Partnership.
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
GCSE Psychology is a valuable entry qualification to Post 16 Education. It
demonstrates transferable skills such as communication, numeracy and literacy.
GCSE Psychology is not a requirement for entry on to the A Level Psychology
course, but if the GCSE option is taken, students would require a level 6 or above to
progress to A level psychology. GCSE is an excellent foundation for anyone wishing
to continue with the subject at A level. A level psychology is considered as a science
subject for the purposes of further and higher education entry.
Essential skills include the requirement for a good level of numeracy and ability to
analyse, to conduct research and present findings with a specific approach.
The Department in 2019:
Mrs D. Say
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GCSE Religious Studies
Examination Board: WJEC
Syllabus and Number: GCSE

100% written exam

At GCSE, the course enables learners to gain knowledge and understanding of two religions
(Christianity &Islam).
Entry to Full GCSE is inclusive: WJEC Eduqas GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies for Award
from 2018. There is a 50% focus on philosophical and ethical themes and explicit reference to
key sources of wisdom and authority (including Sacred Texts).
Component 1: Religious, Philosophical & Ethical Studies in the Modern World: Written
Examination: 2hours: 50% of qualification.
Candidates will study the following four themes. All questions are compulsory.
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships
Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death
Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil
Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge,
understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.
Component 2: Study of Christianity:
Written Examination: 1 Hour: 25% of Qualification.
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge,
understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.
Component 3: Study of a World Faith:
Written Examination of 1 Hour: 25% of qualification: Candidates will study the beliefs,
teachings and practices of Islam.
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge,
understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.
This specification builds upon subject based content taught in KS3 and reasonable
adjustments are made for certain learners in order to enable them to access the
assessments.
The linear qualification will be available in May / June each Year. It will be awarded for the
first time in Summer 2018.
We aspire to put spiritual development at the heart of our curriculum, within a framework of
Christian Values. We offer engaging and relevant material for students. Our vision is for a
high- quality, broad-based religious education, exploring religions and beliefs openly,
rigorously, critically and reflectively in the context of a changing and globalised world.
Exploring topical and relevant issues such as Medical Ethics, War and Pacifism and Sex and
Relationships in KS4 means that our students proactively participate in RE which is relevant,
having impact on their lives and on that of their community locally, nationally and globally.
The RE Department in 2019:
Mrs Hunter
Ms Niyonzima
Mrs Bowen

29

Shaftesbury School KS4 Pathways Booklet 2019 - 2021

GCSE SPANISH
Examination Board:
Syllabus and Number:

Edexcel
Spanish: 1246

Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Spanish Written examination
25% of the total qualification
Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish Internally conducted and externally assessed
25% of the total qualification
Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Spanish Written examination
25% of the total qualification
Paper 4: Writing in Spanish Written examination
25% of the total qualification
Course content:
 Out and about
 Customer service and transactions
 Personal information
 Future plans, education and work :
 Media and culture
 Sport and leisure
 Travel and tourism
 Business, work and employment

Course skills:
 Develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of Spanish
 Develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish
 Develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar
 Apply knowledge and understanding in a variety of relevant contexts
Course requirements:
Students need to have studied the language at KS3. Prospective boarding students
must provide evidence that they are capable of succeeding in the chosen language
at the level of study required for the course and must consult with the Acting Heads
of Department.
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton Sixth Form:
A Level Spanish at Shaftesbury School
Careers, Further and Higher Education:
Knowing Spanish enhances your chances of getting a job in the future. Any
international or multi-national employer will value applicants with a qualification in
Spanish.
The Department in 2019:
Miss S. Fernández-Gómez - Head of Department
Mr J. Gardiner – Teacher of French and Spanish
Miss H. Delaney - Teacher of French and Spanish
Miss H. Mould - Teacher of French and Spanish
Miss G Flores – Teacher of Spanish
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GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE (3 GCSE’s)
Examination Board:

AQA

Syllabus and Number:

Biology: 8461
Chemistry: 8462
Physics: 8463

% Written Exam: 100%
Course Content:
Biology –
Two written papers each 100 marks, and each 1hr 45m
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution
7. Ecology
Chemistry –
Two written papers each 100 marks, and each 1hr 45m
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources
Physics –
Two written papers each 100 marks, and each 1hr 45m
1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Particle model of matter
4. Atomic structure
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism
8. Space physics
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Course Skills:
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
 Development of scientific thinking
 Experimental skills and strategies
 Analysis and evaluation of data
 Scientific vocab, units, quantities and symbols
Important Information:
Students should be aware that choosing Triple science as an option will mean that
they have 15 hrs of Science every two weeks, as the option adds the extra 6 hrs on
top of the 9hr of Science per cycle. However, this time is allocated to gain 3 GCSE’s.
The course is demanding but perfect for any student wanting to pursue Biology,
Chemistry and/or Physics into A-level or higher education. Each triple student will
also complete 28 required practicals in lesson time through the two year course.

The Science Department in 2019:
Ms E Trott - Head of Department
Mr J Biddiscombe
Mrs H Cue
Mr B Hillier
Mr H Collis
Mrs Savage
Mr D Ball
Mr C Almond
Mr Cooper
Mrs Curtis
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Completing your Options

There are two forms attached to this booklet.
Please complete both with your option choices and
remember to put down a reserve for each.
The second form must be signed by a Parent/ carer
and your Tutor before it is handed in.
Please hand this form to Mrs Glaze at the Student
Reception no later than Friday 8th February 2019.
The other form is for you to keep for your records.
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Duplicate: Keep this copy for yourself
Name…………………………………….……….. Tutor Group ……….

CHOICES
Students are allowed FOUR choices, one in each option block.

Block A

Block B

Geography

French

History

Spanish

Block C
Art – Art Craft and Design
Design Technology
Drama
Geography
Music
RE
Separate Science

Option Choice
Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D
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Block D
Art – Textiles
Graphics
Computing
Food Preparation &
Nutrition
History
Information Technology
PE
Psychology

Reserve Choice
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Duplicate: Return this form to Mrs Glaze at Student Reception

Name…………………………………….……….. Tutor Group ……….

CHOICES
Students are allowed FOUR choices, one in each option block.

Block A

Block B

Geography

French

History

Spanish

Block C
Art – Art Craft and Design
Design Technology
Drama
Geography
Music
RE
Separate Science

Option Choice

Block D
Art- Textiles
Graphics
Computing
Food Preparation &
Nutrition
History
Information Technology
PE
Psychology
Reserve Choice

Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D

PLEASE INDICATE WHETHER YOU HAVE FOUND THE CONSULTATION
EVENINGS & OPTION BOOKLET-

VERY HELPFUL

HELPFUL

NOT HELPFUL

Signed by Parent/ carer …………………… Signed by Tutor ………………….
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